COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
BCEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMIBS8ION

In the Matter of:

APPLICATION OF CINCINNATI BELL )
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CHANGES IN ITH ) CABE NO. 93-392
UTILITY PLANT DEPRECIATION ACCOUNTS )

C R D E R

This mattor arising upon petition of Cincinnat!l Bell Telephons
Company ("Cincinnat! Bell") filed October 21, 1993, pursuant to 807
KAR 51001, Section 7, for confidential protection of the
information contained in the Proprietary Information Volume of
Cincinnatl Bell's 1994 Depreclation Rate Study on the grounds that
disclosure of the information ig likely to cause Cincinnatl Bell
competitive injury, and it appearing to this Commission as follows:

Cincinnatl Bell seeks to protect as confidential all of the
information contained in the Proprietary Information Volume of its
1994 Depreciation Rate Study. The information is filed in support
of Cincinnatl Bell's proposed naw depreciation schedule for which
it seeks approval from this Commission.

The information sought to be protected is not known outside
Cincinnatl Bell and is known only by those Cincinnatl Bell
employees who have a legitimate business need to know and act upen
the information. Cincinnatl Bell seeks tc preserve and protect the
confldentiality of the information through all appropriate

measures.



KRS 61.872{1) requires information filed with the Commigsion
toc be available for public inspection unleas specifically exempted
by statute. Exemptions from this requirement are provided in KRS
61.878(1). That section of the astatute exempta 1l categoriea of
information. One category exempted in subparagraph (c) of that
section is commercial information confidentially disclosed to the
Commission. To qualify for that exemption, it must be established
that disclosure of the information is likely to cause subatantial
competitive harm to the party from whom the information was
obtained., To satisfy this test, the party claiming confidentiality
must demonstrate actual competition and a likellhood of substantial
competitive injury If the information is disclosed. Competitive
injury occurs when disclosure of the information gives competitors
an unfair business advantage.

The information sought to be protected cutlines the timing of
switching egquipment cutovers as well ae specific fiber optic cable
deployment plans, Disclosure of guch information would assist
Cincinnati Bell's competitors in devising marketing strategies and
taking advantages of weaknesses in Cincinnati Bell's system which
are not otherwise known. Therefore, disclosure of the information
is likely to cause Cincinnati Bell competitive injury and the
information should be protected as confidential.

This Commission being otherwise sufficiently advised,

IT I8 ORDERED that the proprietary information volume of
Cincinnati Bell's 1994 Depreclation Rate Study, which Cinc¢innati

Bell has petition be withheld from public disclosure, shall be held

- -



and retained by this Commission as confidential and shall not be

open for public inspection.

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 9th day of November, 1993,

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Aidh. £ Tttt

CommIasioner

ATTEST:

\ Mo

Exec ve Director



